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SHARING CHRIST'S LOVE WITH JoOY!
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2026



Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Order of Worship August 2, 2026 + 9:00 a.m.

Prelude
Welcome, Announcements and Prayer Concerns

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who meets us in every place, whose mercy is as wide
as the heavens, and whose love renews the face of the earth.

Amen.

As we gather in the beauty and peace of God's creation, let us come before God with honest
hearts, confessing our sin and trusting in God's abundant grace. (Silence for reflection.)
Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. We have not loved
you with our whole heart, and we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have
taken your gifts for granted, failed to care for your creation, and neglected opportunities to
share your love. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Hear the good news! God is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love. In Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are God's beloved children, called
and sent to share God's peace with the world. In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Opening Song “My Life Is In You”

Chorus
My life is in You Lord! My strength is in You Lord!
My hope isin You Lord! In You, it's in You! (repeat)

Verse
| will praise You with all of my life.
| will praise You with all of my strength.
With all of my life! With all of my strength!
All of my hope is in You! (chorus)
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Call to Worship and Opening Prayer

Come, let us worship the Lord. The heavens declare God's glory. The earth proclaims God's
goodness. The wind and the trees join creation's song. The birds of the air bear witness to God's
care. We gather in gratitude, surrounded by the beauty of God's handiwork, to praise the One
who made us, redeemed us, and gives us life each day.

Come, let us worship God.

Let us pray. Creator God, we thank you for this day and for the gift of gathering in your
presence. As we worship beneath the open sky, quiet our hearts and open our spirits to your
Word. May the beauty of this place remind us of your goodness, the sounds of creation draw us
into wonder, and the presence of Christ fill us with peace. Renew our faith, strengthen our
hope, and send us forth in love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Reading—Isaiah 55:1-5
! Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and
eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2 Why do you spend your
money for that which is not bread and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? Listen
carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. *Incline your ear, and
come to me; listen, so that you may live. | will make with you an everlasting covenant, my
steadfast, sure love for David. * See, | made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and
commander for the peoples. > Now you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that
do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 (Read Responsively)

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

° LoRD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works.

“The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.

> The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, and you give them their food in due season.

'®You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.

You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your works.

¥ You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you faithfully.

% You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; you hear their cry and save them.

%you watch over all those who love you, but all the wicked you shall destroy.

! My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and
ever.



Gospel—Matthew 14:13-21

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
3 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from there in a
boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot
from the towns. ** When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them
and cured their sick. > When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a
deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the
villages and buy food for themselves.” *® Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give
them something to eat.” *” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” *®
And he said, “Bring them here to me.” *° Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves
and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 2% And all ate and were
filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 2! And those
who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Children Sermon
Sermon
Hymn of the Day “Bread of Life”

Yif you’re hungry, come. Tired and undone.
There’s a place for you, a place for you at the table.
If you’re lonely, come. Fill your empty cup.
There’s a drink for you, a drink for you at the table

Chorus
Bread of life. Jesus with us. Healing our hearts with love.
Bread of life. Broken for you. Share with another too.
There is enough. Oh there will always be.
So take this bread with me.

’Bring your weary mind. Every tear you’ve cried.
There is peace for you. Peace for you at the table.
Lay your burdens down. Hope is all around.
You are welcome here. Welcome here at the table.

Bridge
Freely given to us, so we might give freely to others.
Freely given to us, so let us give freely to others.



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you!

Offering
Offering Music

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

Generous God, all that we have comes from your hand. Receive these gifts and our grateful
hearts. Use them to share your love, proclaim your gospel, and serve our neighbors. As you
have blessed us abundantly, make us a blessing to others; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Lord, in your mercy ...
Hear our prayer.

Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution
The Lord be with you!

And also with you!

Lift up your hearts!

We lift them to the Lord!

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God!

It is right to give our thanks and praise!

In the night in which he was betrayed, ...



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Distribution
Communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have fed us with the presence of Christ and
renewed us with your mercy. Strengthen us for lives of faith, service, and joy. As we leave this
place, help us to see your hand at work in all creation and to share your love wherever you lead
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Benediction

May the Lord bless you and keep you. May Christ walk beside you and guide your way. May the
Holy Spirit fill you with peace and joy. May the beauty of God's creation remind you of God's
presence, the wonder of God's world awaken your gratitude, and the love of Christ sustain you
in every season. In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Sending Song “In the Name”

'God created you and me. (God created you and me)
God created all you see (God created all you see)
All that is, all that will be (all that is all that will be)
Comes from God so lovingly (Comes from God so lovingly)
We are here! (We are here!) We are here! (We are here!) In the name of God!

%Into this world Jesus came (Into this world Jesus came)
Not condemning but to save (not condemning but to save)
Died to take our sins away (Died to take our sins away)
Rose again and lives today (Rose again and lives today)
We are here! (We are here!) We are here! (We are here!) Here in Jesus’ name!



3Like a mighty rushing wind (Like a mighty rushing wind)
The Holy Spirit enters in (The Holy Spirit enters in)
Calling us and gathering (Calling us and gathering)
Feel your life begin again (Feel your life begin again)
We are here! (We are here!) We are here! (We are here!) In the Spirit’s name!

Dismissal
Go in peace! Share Christ’s love, with Joy!

Thanks be to God!

Postlude
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Liturgies Annual License #SAS007053. Permission to print & stream service music obtained from CCLI; License #855924; Streaming #20800937.

New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.



Thank you for worshiping with us at St. Paul Lutheran today,
where it is our mission “To Share Christ’s Love, With Joy!”

We aim for your time with us to be both enriching and spiritually fulfilling. If you're new,
please feel free to introduce yourself to the pastors and fellow worshippers. We value the
opportunity to connect with you and hope to see you again soon. At St. Paul Lutheran,
everyone is sincerely welcome to partake in Holy Communion. Should you require a gluten-
free option, simply inform the pastor when you approach. Worshipers are encouraged to
bring a bible to worship. If one is needed there are bibles available in the prayer room in the
rear corner of the sanctuary. Additionally, gender-neutral restrooms are accessible in our
education/preschool wing, ensuring a comfortable experience for all.

We look forward to seeing you again!

Thank You To Those Involved in Worship Leading!

Pastors: Dale and Carrie Stiles
Worship Assistant:  Christina Fashner
Tech Team: Chris Timmons
Altar Guild: Harper Timmons
Counters: Kathie Marabella, Harper Timmons

And our Worship Band!

Please keep in your prayers this week: Our partners in Tanzania, the Migoli and Mtera
parishes, Ruth Koehly, Josie Peterson, John & Darla Peterson, Lois (friend of Janelle Albee),
Ron Fraley, Kathy (sister of Ron Rozeske), Julie (family of Pat Miska), Mick Byl, Jim Rauner,
Sally, Aiden (nephew of Jeff & Pam Heaton), Adley, Jeremy and Paige and all who serve in
the military, Shelby, Tom and all law enforcement.

Refreshments today are provided by Darlene Petrey. The refreshment sign up sheet is on
the table in the narthex. Thank you for signing up!



Save the Date! Blessing of the Animals — Sunday, August 30—Mark your calendars for our
annual Blessing of the Animals during our outdoor worship service on Sunday, August 30! We
invite you to bring your pets, large or small, furry, feathered, or scaled, for a special blessing as
we give thanks for all of God's wonderful creatures and the joy they bring to our lives. Pets
should be leashed, kenneled, or otherwise safely restrained. If your pet isn't able to attend,
you're welcome to bring a photo instead. Invite your family, friends, and neighbors to join us for
this special worship celebration!

West of 55 Senior Group — One More Harmony in the Park Evening! Join members and friends
of St. Paul Lutheran Church for one more fun summer evening at Harmony in the Park in
Lindstrom this Wednesday, August 5, featuring a Buddy Holly and classic rock tribute band.
This is a no-cost, casual gathering for anyone who would like to meet up, enjoy great music, and
sit together as a group. The concert will be held at the Lions Park Band Shell, next to City Hall, at
13292 Sylvan Avenue. Food vendors begin serving at 6:00 p.m., and the music starts at 6:30
p.m. Please bring a lawn chair for outdoor seating and look for the St. Paul Lutheran Church
group. In case of inclement weather, the event will move indoors to the Community Center next
door. No sign-up is necessary. Just come, invite a friend, and enjoy an evening of music,
fellowship, and summer fun!

Get Ready for Our 3rd Annual Rally Sunday Family, Fun & Faith 5K! Join us on Rally Sunday,
September 13, for a morning of faith, fellowship, and fun at our 3rd Annual Rally Sunday
Family, Fun & Faith 5K! Everyone is welcome! Whether you choose to walk, run, bike,
rollerblade, or scoot, come be part of this fun community event for all ages and abilities. The
cost is $25 per person or $75 per family (includes a t-shirt if signed up by Sept. 1). Invite your
family, friends, and neighbors, and help us celebrate the joy of being together. We can’t wait to
see you there! Register today at the sign-up table in the Narthex or at our church website.

Join the Fun at Wyoming Stagecoach Days! The Church Council is looking for volunteers to help
plan and participate in the St. Paul Lutheran Church and Discovery Center joint booth at the
upcoming Wyoming Stagecoach Days on Saturday, September 19, 2026. This team is just
getting started and is looking for individuals who would enjoy being part of this exciting
community outreach opportunity. Whether you would like to help plan activities, represent our
church at the booth, or simply be part of creating a fun and welcoming experience for our
neighbors, we would love to have you join the team! Some ideas already shared include jumbo
yard games, face painting, and a “pick a duck” prize pool, but we know there are many more
creative ideas and gifts within our congregation. If you would like to be part of the planning team
or volunteer at the booth, please sign up in the Narthex. Contact Christina Fashner for more
information. Come help us share the joy of St. Paul Lutheran with our community while having a
great time together!



Prayer Wall: A Place of Remembrance & Prayer—You are reminded that a Prayer Wall has
been created in our Prayer Room as a sacred space to remember loved ones and honor those
who have served. This beautiful wall, built by Jamie Hyrkas with faith, love, and prayer,
serves as a lasting reminder that we hold one another in prayer. You are invited to request
the name of a deceased loved one to be added to the Prayer Wall. Requested names will be
engraved monthly, creating a continuing place of remembrance, faith, and hope within our
church. When we lift up our loved ones in prayer, we keep their memory alive. Thank you for
helping us create a wall that reflects the power of prayer and the strength we find when we
pray together. Instructions for requesting a name to be added are available on handouts in
the Prayer Room or by contacting Melissa in the Church Office.

Pass the Torch: Sharing Skills, Building Relationships—As part of our renewed Strategic
Ministry and Mission Goals, the Church Council has identified expanding fellowship and
congregational life as an important area of focus. One new opportunity growing out of this
goal is Pass the Torch, a series of occasional hobby and skill-sharing workshops designed to
strengthen relationships within our congregation while sharing the gifts, talents, and
experiences God has given each of us. Everyone has something worth teaching! Whether you
are an expert, professionally trained, highly experienced, or simply passionate about a skill or
hobby you have developed, we invite you to consider sharing it with others. From baking
bread and filing taxes to photography, writing, public speaking, gardening, woodworking,
coding, and everything in between, the possibilities are endless. A Pass the Torch Session is an
opportunity to share what you know, inspire someone else, build confidence, and help others
learn a valuable life skill. Your experience and passions could spark a new interest and create
meaningful connections within our church family. If you have a skill, hobby, or area of
expertise you would like to share, please sign up in the Narthex to help us spark the flame!
We can’t wait to learn from you.

Summer Stretch: Serving, Growing, and Having Fun! A big thank you to our middle and high
school youth who participated in this year's Summer Stretch on Wednesday and Thursday!
Over the course of two full days, our youth gathered from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for a
wonderful blend of service, fellowship, and fun. On Wednesday morning, the group helped
beautify our church grounds by weeding and caring for the flower and landscaped gardens
with the guidance of Katie Edwards. In the afternoon, they enjoyed lunch together before
heading to Split Rocks for bowling, including a memorable game of Wacky Bowling! On
Thursday, the youth spent the morning at The Meadows at Fairview Memory Care, visiting
with residents, playing games, and sharing smiles. After lunch, they cooled off with an
afternoon of water slides and fun at Wild Mountain. We are grateful for these young people
and the many ways they serve Christ, care for others, and strengthen the life of our
congregation.



The Week Ahead

at St. Paul Lutheran

Sunday, August 2
Outdoor Worship, 9:00 a.m.

Monday, August 3
Boy Scouts, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, August 4
Adult Bible Study, 1:00 p.m.
Cub Scouts, 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 9
Indoor Worship, 9:00 a.m.

LOOKING AHEAD
Blessing of the Animals, Outdoor Worship, August 30
3rd Annual St. Paul Lutheran 5K, Rally Sunday, September 13

Weekly Financial Stewardship Update

Over/(Under)

2026 General Fund Offering Received Actual Budgeted Budgeted Giving
YTD Totals| $125,251.64 $123,742.33 $1,509.30

Over/(Under)

2026 Total Revenue Received Actual Budgeted| Budgeted Revenue

YTD Totals| $177,183.43 $151,450.74 $25,732.69




Join St. Paul Lutheran’s
Fantasy Football League!

As part of the Church Council's renewed Strategic Ministry and Mission Goals
to expand fellowship and congregational life, we're excited to launch the
inaugural season of the St. Paul Lutheran Church Fantasy Football League!

Whether you're a seasoned fantasy football manager or completely new to the
game, this is a fun opportunity to connect with others in our church family
through a little friendly competition. Manage your own team or team up with a
partner to co-manage a roster. We need a minimum of 8 teams to get the
league started and can accommodate up to 20 teams.

The league will be hosted through ESPN Fantasy, which can be accessed using
a smartphone or tablet app or through a web browser. You'll draft your team
before the season begins and then manage your lineup throughout the NFL
season.

The sign-up deadline is Sunday, August 23, so we have time to finalize league
rules and schedule the draft before the NFL season kicks off.

To sign up, contact Chris Timmons at christimmons@sharingchristslove.org or
add your name to the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex.

Come join the fun, meet new people, and enjoy a season of fellowship, football,
and friendly competition!

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
CHURCH

SHARING CHRIST'S LOVE WITH JOY!

5879 Wyoming Trail, Wyoming, MN 55092
(651) 462-5212 | www.sharingchristslove.org



