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Prelude
Welcome, Announcements & Prayer Concerns

Confession and Forgiveness

God of mercy and truth, gather today as people who tell the truth about ourselves.

We confess that we are sinners by nature, bound by brokenness that touches not only our
actions, but our hearts, our relationships, and our world. We have fallen short of God’s glory
in ways seen and unseen. And yet, we also trust the promise of Scripture: that we are
justified by God’s grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.

Hear the good news: In Christ, you are forgiven. In Christ, you are set free. As forgiven people,
claimed in baptism and renewed by grace, you are named saints, not by what you have done,
but by what God has done for you.

Thanks be to God. Amen.

Gathering Song “Come, Now Is The Time To Worship”

Come now is the time to worship. Come now is the time to give your heart.
Come just as you are to worship. Come just as you are before your God. Come.

One day every tongue will confess You are God. One day every knee will bow.
With open hearts and out stretched hands, we come before you now.

Call to Worship and Prayer of the Day

We come, all of us, just as we are, as both saints and sinners.
We come, all of us, trusting that God meets us as we are.
When we live with love and generosity, God delights in us.
When we fall short and struggle, God’s mercy surrounds us.
In Christ, sin meets forgiveness and brokenness meets grace.
We will worship God, honestly, humbly, together.



Let us pray ... Gracious God,

you know us fully and love us completely. You see both the good we long to do and the
ways we fall short. In your mercy, you name us saints through Christ, even as you continue
to shape us as sinners in need of grace. Renew us through your Word and Sacraments, that
we may live in freedom, humility, and hope, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Special Music “Let There Be Peace On Earth” Bell Choir

First Reading: Colossians 1:13-14 Alexis Fashner
3 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his
beloved Son, **in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Romans 7:15-25 Alexis Fashner
>| do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very thing |
hate. *® Now if I do what | do not want, | agree that the law is good. " But in fact it is no
longer | who do it but sin that dwells within me. *® For | know that the good does not dwell
within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the
ability. * For I do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what | do. ° Now if | do
what | do not want, it is no longer | who do it but sin that dwells within me. ** So | find it to be
a law that, when | want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 2 For | delight in the law of
God in my inmost self, 2 but | see in my members another law at war with the law of my
mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. ** Wretched person
that | am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 2>Thanks be to God through Jesus
Christ our Lord! So then, with my mind | am enslaved to the law of God, but with my flesh |
am enslaved to the law of sin.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Third Reading: Romans 3:21-28 Charlie Anderson
1 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested
by the Law and the Prophets, >* the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for
all who believe. For there is no distinction, 2 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God; ** they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 2> whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through

2



faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had
passed over the sins previously committed; % it was to demonstrate at the present time his
own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus.
*’ Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of works?
No, rather through the law of faith. *® For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from
works prescribed by the law. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading: John 8:34-36

The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you, O Lord.
3* Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.
*>The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there
forever. *® So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon
Sermon

Sermon Song “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)”

Chorus
Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul. Worship His holy name.
Sing like never before, O my soul. I'll worship Your holy name.

The sun comes up it's a new day dawning. It's time to sing Your song again
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me
Let me be singing when the evening comes. Chorus

®You're rich in love and You're slow to anger. Your name is great and Your heart is kind.
For all Your goodness | will keep on singing.
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. Chorus

>And on that day when my strength is failing, the end draws near and my time has come.
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending
Ten thousand years and then forevermore. Chorus



Statement of Faith

We believe in God the Father, who created the world in love and calls it good; who
holds all things together even when we stumble; whose promises endure even when our
faith falters.

We believe in Jesus Christ, the Son, who meets us as both saints and sinners; who sits
with us in our failures and our victories; who shows us that faith is not the absence of doubt,
but trust and reliance on God’s mercy in the midst of it; who died and rose again so that
nothing, not even our sin, can separate us from God’s love.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, who breathes courage into our trembling hearts, who
opens our eyes to grace at work in our weakness, and who strengthens our faith when it feels
small or fragile. As beloved and imperfect people, we believe both sides of our humanity are
held in the mercy of God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in whom our hope and trust
remain, now and forever. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you!

Offering

Offering Music

Offering Prayer

Gracious God, we bring these gifts as signs of our trust, knowing that we are not perfect, but
that your mercy is. Receive what we offer, and use it to bring hope, healing, and grace to a
world in need, even when and where faith falters.

Amen.

Prayers of The People Gabe Clark
Lord, in your mercy ... All: Hear our prayer.

Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution (page) 152

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Communion Distribution
A member of our prayer team will be available during communion distribution for individual and private
prayer. Please meet them in the prayer room in the back of the sanctuary.

Communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

God of steadfast love, you meet us in our imperfections. Through this meal, you remind us
that your grace is enough. Send us into the world renewed by your promise and
strengthened to live with courage and compassion.

Amen.

Benediction
Sending Song “Lord of Justice”

Lord of justice! Lord of life! Help us to do what You know is right.
Lord of justice! Lord of life! Guide us through the day and night.

To the stranger may we give welcome. To the hungry may we give bread.
To the naked may we give clothing. To the homeless a place to lay their head. Chorus

’To the wounded may we give healing. To the voiceless may we give words.
To the captives may we give freedom. To the tortured release from all the hurt. Chorus

Dismissal
Go in peace! Share Christ’s love, with Joy!

Thanks be to God!

Postlude
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WZ@M@ & Thank Yeu!

Thank you for worshiping with us at St. Paul Lutheran today,
where it is our mission “To Share Christ’s Love, With Joy!”

We aim for your time with us to be both enriching and spiritually fulfilling. If you're new,
please feel free to introduce yourself to the pastors and fellow worshippers. We value the
opportunity to connect with you and hope to see you again soon. At St. Paul Lutheran,
everyone is sincerely welcome to partake in Holy Communion. Should you require a gluten-
free option, simply inform the pastor when you approach. Worshipers are encouraged to
bring a bible to worship. If one is needed there are bibles available in the prayer room in the
rear corner of the sanctuary. Additionally, gender-neutral restrooms are accessible in our
education/preschool wing, ensuring a comfortable experience for all.

Thank You To Those Involved in Worship Leading!
Pastors: Dale & Carrie Stiles
Communion Assistants:  Meredith Rauner, Piper Pederson
Usher:  Bruce Spangler
Prayer Corner: Zella Oswald
Organist: Jeanne Richards
Accompanist:  Kim Clark

Tech Team: Chris Timmons

Altar Guild: Brandy Timmons

Counters: Kathie Marabella, Joanna Kroschel

Communion Bread: Darlene Petrey

Please keep in your prayers this week:

Our partners in Tanzania, the Migoli and Mtera parishes, Ruth Koehly, Donald Morency
(brother of Lisa Fashner), Jean Enrooth, Jeanne Richards, Josie Peterson, John Peterson,
Allan DeWolf, Lois (friend of Janelle Albee), Kathy (sister of Ron Rozeske), Julie (family of Pat
Miska), family of Ellsworth Larson, Mick Byl, Doug Miska, Wendy Krona, Doris Spinler, Corrin
(friend of Arlie Post), Mike (Sally Liljedahl uncle), Jeremy and all who serve in the military,
Shelby, Tom and all law enforcement.



Flowers today are provided by The Altar Guild. The sign up sheet is on the wall in the narthex.
Thank you for signing up!

H.E.A.L. (Hope and Encouragement After Loss) Grief Group will meet on Thursday, January 15 at
6:00 p.m.

ENGAGE: Lutherans! A Monthly Worship & Learning Series! Today we continue our monthly
ENGAGE: Lutherans! series, a time of worship,
learning, and conversation centered on the heart of
what we believe, teach, and confess as Lutherans
within the ELCA. Each month we explore a
foundational theme of our faith, grounding ourselves
in the biblical, theological, and doctrinal truths that
shape our life together in Christ. ENGAGE Sundays offer learning and community for all ages.
ENGAGE Sundays offer a chance for children and youth to participate in worship and age-level
activities. Wild Faith (pre-school and younger) will join parents for a snack in the Fellowship Hall.
Wild Explorers (elementary ages) will have a snack in the Fellowship Hall before heading to The
Kids Table Room. Upcoming themes include Cross & Resurrection (Sunday, February 15), and
Law & Gospel (Sunday, April 12). Come grow in understanding and deepen your faith as we
explore what it means to live as ELCA Lutheran Christians today.

Come to The Table—This Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. We'll begin with a shared meal, followed by
worship and intergenerational learning around The Table. Together we’ll eat, sing, and grow in
faith, just as Jesus so often did with his followers. This week, our focus will be Matthew 7:1-14,
24-29, where Jesus teaches about judgment, discernment, and the importance of building our
lives on a solid foundation. Children, youth, and adults will gather in age-specific groups: The
Kids’ Table (up to 3rd grade), SPLASH (4th—6th grade), Mindfulness with Jesus (7th—12th grade),
and Adult Study. All are welcome. Come as you are and pull up a chair at The Table.

Annual Congregational Meeting & Potluck. Join us on Sunday, January 25, immediately
following worship, for our Annual Congregational Meeting, with a potluck lunch to follow. In
accordance with our church constitution, the written Congregational Report is available today,
two weeks in advance of the meeting. All are encouraged to attend as we gather to celebrate
God’s work among us and look ahead with hope to the year to come.

New Member Reception. Next Sunday, January 18. We will welcome new members into the life
of our congregation during worship on Sunday, January 18. If you are interested, and haven’t
already, please contact Pastor Dale or Pastor Carrie. Those being received as new members do
not need to be present in worship that day to be officially welcomed.
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Weekly Financial Stewardship Update

**No New Numbers Until Next Week, Due to Year End Calculation**



Blessing of Our New Prayer Wall

We are excited to celebrate the blessing of our new Prayer Wall in the Prayer Room during
worship on Sunday, January 25.

This beautiful and meaningful
addition to our church was
lovingly crafted by one of our
members, Jaime Hyrkas, who
shared his talent and heart to
create a unique space and
opportunity for prayer for our
entire congregation.

Modeled after the Western
“Wailing Wall” in Jerusalem
and inspired by the prayer wall
at the Meadows on Fairview
Assisted Living in Wyoming,
Jaime used a variety of woods,
some from our old church
pews, some from our old
church mailboxes, and some given by his late friend and beloved member, Bill Oswald, to create a
colorful, thoughtfully designed wooden wall.

Just as visitors to the Western “Wailing Wall” place written prayers into the cracks of the stones,
we invite you, anytime on Sunday or during the week, to write your prayers on the paper
provided in the Prayer Room and place them into one of the spaces on the wall. Periodically, a
member of our Prayer Team or one of the pastors will lift these prayers up in prayer before they
are removed.

Come and see this special new place for connection, reflection, and prayer, and make plans to
join us as we bless this gift to our congregation!



The Week Ahead

at St. Paul Lutheran

Sunday, January 11
ENGAGE: Worship—Saints & Sinners
Worship, 9:00 a.m.
Wild Faith & Wild Explorers, After Worship
Vocal Choir Rehearsal, 6:00 p.m.
Bell Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 p.m.

Monday, January 12
Boy Scouts, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, January 13
Adult Bible Study, 1:00 p.m.
Cub Scouts, 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, January 14
The Table, 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, January 15
H.E.A.L Grief Group, 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 17
Food Truck, 9:00 a.m.

Sunday, January 18
Worship, 9:00 a.m.
Vocal Choir Rehearsal, 6:00 p.m.
Bell Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 p.m.
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