SELIING

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2025
Q:00 A.M.



. First Sunday of Advent
Order Of WOI'ShIp November 30, 2025 + 9:00 a.m.

Prelude
Welcome, Announcements and Prayer Concerns

Call to Confession

We live in a world that reminds us over and over that if we don’t move quickly, we might end
up on the wrong side; that if we don’t say the right thing, we might end up without; that if we
don’t know the right people, there might not be a way forward.

Prayer of Confession

O Gracious God, we long for your light in the recesses of our life. We long for the peace that
you promise in the form of an unexpected child. We long to be seen in the beauty that you
created in us. Yet we are impatient; we question; we choose not to trust; we follow our
own path. We turn away from the mountain. We turn away from the light. Forgive us.
Remind us. Open our eyes to your light.

Words of Forgiveness

Family of faith, we are held together by God’s love and forgiveness. We are seen by the God
who created us. We are forgiven to return to trust. We are held in our questions by a promise
of light. So we wait... seeking this light.

Lighting of the Advent Candle

Today | looked for a smile from a stranger at the store...

Today | looked for a hand to dance with me to a song we share ...

Today | looked for a corner where | can breathe deeply and find a moment of peace...
Today | looked at the world and heard stories of brokenness, of estrangement, of war.
Today | looked to the mountain and waited for a glimmer of light.

Today we light the candle to remind us of the coming light. We are a people that wait.



Gathering Song “Light One Candle To Watch For Messiah” (hymn) 240 vs. 1

!Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise.

Prayer of the Day

Let us Pray... Awaken in us, O God, a light that will drive out the darkness, that will call us to
the mountain, and that will unite our communities, our nations, and our world in songs of
praise and thanksgiving. O Lord, we are watching, we are looking, and we are waiting for
your light.

Special Music “We Wait” Vocal Choir

First Lesson Isaiah 2:1-5
' The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. %In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and
shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. > Many peoples shall come and
say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that
he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth
instruction and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. * He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they
learn war any more. > O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LoRD!

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Advent Gospel Acclamation “Prepare the Royal Highway” (hymn) 264 v. 1

Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near!
Let ev'ry hill and valley a level road appear!
Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story:
Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God's word!

Gospel Matthew 24:36-44

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthiew. Glory to you, O Lord.
3% “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. *’ For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.
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*® For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, ** and they knew nothing until the flood came
and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. *° Then two will be in
the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. ** Two women will be grinding meal together;
one will be taken, and one will be left. *? Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what
day your Lord is coming. ** But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his
house be broken into. * Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
hour you do not expect. The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day “O Come, O Come, Immanuel” (hymn) 257 vs. 1

O Come, O Come, Immanuel, and bless the place your people dwell.
Melt every weapon crafted for war. Bring peace upon the earth forever more.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Take heart and do not fear.
God’s Chosen One Immanuel draws near.

Sacrament of Holy Baptism for Eileigh Rae Marsters
(Children are welcome to come forward to watch the baptism.)

We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow member of the Body of
Christ, a Child of the same heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the Kingdom of God.
Amen.

Affirmation of Faith

We believe in God, who created the world and continues to create anew every day.

We believe in Jesus Christ, the promised hope for the world, who came to us in the
form of a baby, bringing light into the darkness and good news into a world that was waiting.
Angels sang of this good news on the hill with the shepherds, and an angel’s message, “He
has risen!” proclaimed that the true light would never be extinguished.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, Jesus’s truth in the world that lives and breathes among
us. The world is met in both sorrow and joy, and we see the hope that the Spirit brings as
glimmers of light even in the darkest places.



We believe that one day we will know the full joy of God’s Kingdom with all the
saints and will fully know the justice and peace that is promised at the manger, is promised
in the water at the baptismal font, and is promised in the bread and wine at the table.
Until that day, as a community together, we will strive to be the light of Christ in the world.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you!

Offering

Offering Music “Celtic Farewell” Bell Choir and Janelle Albee
Offering Prayer

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal,
satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom
come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Lord, in your mercy ... Hear our prayer.

Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution (page) 152
The Lord be with you!

And also with you!

Lift up your hearts!

We lift them to the Lord!

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God!

It is right to give our thanks and praise!

God of light, in the beginning you brought light of darkness. In Egypt you brought release from
the forces of oppression and brought us out of slavery into freedom. In the wilderness you
provided for your people. In the life, death of resurrection of Jesus you shone light into the
recesses and renewed the world with a light that can never be dimmed. On the night....

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Communion Distribution
A member of our prayer team will be available during communion distribution for individual
and private prayer. Please meet them at the prayer station in the back of the sanctuary.

Communion Music

Communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share
the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

Benediction
Sending Song “Lord Jesus, Come!”
(Refrain)
Lord Jesus, come. Come, Lord Jesus, come. Come and be born in our hearts.

Come live, come dwell in us Emmanuel. Come and be born in our hearts.

Your people are waiting. Your people are waiting.
Your people are waiting for you, Lord. (refrain)

2Your people are longing. Your people are longing.
Your people are longing for you, Lord. (refrain)

*Your people are ready. Your people are ready.
Your people are ready for you, Lord. (refrain)

Dismissal
Go in peace! Share Christ’s love, with Joy!

Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS007053. Permission to print & stream service music obtained from CCLI; License #855924; Streaming #20800937.

New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.



Inspired by Isaiah 9:2, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.”

In a world shadowed by uncertainty, we turn again to God’s promise of light breaking
through the darkness. This Advent, we journey with Isaiah and listen for ancient words of
hope, peace, renewal, and Emmanuel, God with us.

Advent & Christmas Schedule

Wednesday, December 3

Sunday, December 7—Baptism of Josephine Pearl Groscost
Wednesday, December 10

Sunday, December 14—Children’s Christmas Program (Sunday School/Discovery Center)

Wednesday, December 17

Sunday, December 21—Baptism of Grace Fern Marie Tilly
Wednesday, December 24

Wednesday, December 24—Christmas Eve Worship, 4:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 28—Service of Lessons & Carols—Baptism of Ryan Thomas Palmer

Sundays—Worship at 9:00 a.m.
Wednesdays—Soup Supper at 5:30 p.m., Worship at 6:30 p.m.
Midweek worship uses Holden Evening Vespers.
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Thank you for worshiping with us at St. Paul Lutheran today,
where it is our mission “To Share Christ’s Love, With Joy!”

We aim for your time with us to be both enriching and spiritually fulfilling. If you're new,
please feel free to introduce yourself to the pastors and fellow worshippers. We value the
opportunity to connect with you and hope to see you again soon. At St. Paul Lutheran,
everyone is sincerely welcome to partake in Holy Communion. Should you require a gluten-
free option, simply inform the pastor when you approach. Worshipers are encouraged to
bring a bible to worship. If one is needed there are bibles available in the prayer room in the
rear corner of the sanctuary. Additionally, gender-neutral restrooms are accessible in our
education/preschool wing, ensuring a comfortable experience for all.

We look forward to seeing you again!

Thank You to All Involved in Worship Leading!

Pastors:

Worship Assistant:
Usher:

Greeter:

Prayer Corner:
Organist:
Accompanist:

Tech Team:

Altar Guild:

Counters:
Communion Bread:

Dale & Carrie Stiles
Kimberly Bahls
Bruce Spangler
Ron & Lori Fraley
Wendy Hazzaed
Jeanne Richards
Kim Clark

Chris Timmons
Claudia Nelson

Jan Taylor, Rosie Quale
Bruce Spangler

Flowers today are provided by Darlene Petrey in honor of her mom’s birthday, and by
Wendy Hazzard in honor of her parent’s anniversary. The flower sign up form is on the wall

in the narthex. Thank you for signing up!



Please keep in your prayers this week:

Our partners in Tanzania, the Migoli and Mtera parishes, Ruth Koehly, Donald Morency (brother
of Lisa Fashner), Marvin (Jen Rauner’s Father), Jean Enrooth, Jim Rauner (father of Matt Rauner),
Josie Peterson, John Peterson, Allan DeWolf, Lois (friend of Janelle Albee), Karen Chapin, Kathy
(sister of Ron Rozeske), Julie (family of Pat Miska), Ron Fraley, Waylon Buccanero, Anna (friend
of Deb Cowing), Nick (father of Holly Maeckelbergh), Mick Byl, Brenda (Food Truck), Laurie (Food
Truck), Sally Liljedahl, Mike (Sally Liljedahl uncle), Jeremy and all who serve in the military,
Shelby, Tom and all law enforcement.

Refreshments today are provided by Ron & Lori Fraley, and by Justin & Becca Marsters. Sign up
sheet is available on the table in narthex. Thank you for signing up!

Baptism Today! Today we celebrate the baptism of Eileigh Rae Marsters. Eileigh is the daughter
of Justin and Becca Marsters.

Our Next ARK (Acts of Random Kindness) Gathering will be Saturday, December 6, from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. at church, hosted by Deb Cowing. Participants will prepare meals, such as chili,
lasagna roll-ups, and chicken hotdish, that will be frozen and made available through our pastors
and our Congregation Care Committee to share with members in need. Please RSVP to Deb if
you plan to attend this ARK event. We hope to see you there!

Angel Tree Outreach Has Begun. This Christmas season, we are once again partnering with Safe
Haven Foster Shoppe to help provide gifts for children in foster care. Beginning today, our Angel
Tree is up and ready with tag ornaments listing each child’s Christmas wishes. Simply take a tag
from the tree, purchase the gift(s) listed, and return it under the tree, unwrapped with the tag
attached. Please place all gifts under the tree by Sunday, December 7 so they can be delivered
in time for Christmas. Thank you for helping share Christ’s love and joy with children who need it
most. Your generosity continues to make such a difference!

West of 55: Name that (Christmas) Tune! Join us on Friday, December 12 from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
for Name That Tune: Christmas Carols & Cookie Exchange! Join us for Friday Pie Day with apple
pie and coffee for everyone! Bring a dozen cookies (homemade or store-bought) and go home
with a dozen different treats. Sheila Byl will play Christmas carols as we test our skills in "Name
That Tune" - Can you guess the song in just five notes? No sign-up is required.

The Annual Greening of the Church will happen TODAY immediately following worship.
A great fellowship opportunity for all ages!



Share Your Gift of Leadership. Have you considered sharing your gift of leadership with our
congregation? St. Paul Lutheran Church is seeking nominations for the 2026-2028 Church
Council term. Several Council positions will be elected at our Annual Congregational Meeting
on Sunday, January 25, 2026. We are grateful that several current members whose terms
expire in January are willing to serve another term: Carole England (Vice President), Chris
Timmons (Secretary), Andy Buccanero (Treasurer), and Kimberly Bahls (Member-at-Large).
Additionally, Bruce Spangler is willing to serve as a Member-at-Large, leaving one Member-at-
Large position still open. We will also elect three delegates to represent our congregation at
the 2026 Synod Assembly in May, which includes the election of a new Synod Bishop. Karen
Carlson, Carole England, and Kimberly Bahls have offered to serve. Our congregation is
allowed six voting delegates for the Annual Conference Assembly on February 14, 2026,
where nominations for Synod Bishop will be made. Three delegates are still needed. Three of
the six Conference delegates will also represent us at the Synod Assembly. Serving in these
roles is deeply meaningful, helping to shape the mission and vision of St. Paul Lutheran and our
Synod. If you feel called to serve, or would like to nominate someone, please contact the
church office or a current Council member. Nominations are welcome until all positions are
filled and voted on in January.

Advent Soup Supper Sign-Up. Advent is coming, and with it our tradition of mid-week Soup
Suppers and Holden Evening Prayer! We’re looking for two volunteers/week to prepare and
serve soup on Wednesdays, December 3, 10, and 17. Supper will be served at 5:30 p.m.,
followed by Holden Evening Vespers at 6:30 p.m. Please plan to prepare enough soup to serve
about 50 people. This is a way to share hospitality and fellowship during the Advent season!
Sign up in the Narthex or contact the church office if you’re able to help.

Humble Bees Quilt Raffle! Tickets are $5.00 for one or $10.00 for three. All proceeds going
towards our mortgage payoff appeal! The drawing is TODAY!

Weekly Financial Stewardship Update

**NO new numbers this week due to the holiday**

Over/(Under)

2025 General Fund Offering Received Actual Budgeted Budgeted Giving
YTD Totals| $180,752.17 $224,785.19 S(44,033.02)

Over/(Under)

2025 Total Revenue Received Actual Budgeted| Budgeted Revenue

YTD Totals| $262,294.8| $276,295.64 $(14,000.83)




The Week Ahead

at St. Paul Lutheran

Sunday, November 30
Advent Begins w/Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Worship, 9:00 a.m.
Greening of the Church, after worship
Vocal Choir Rehearsal, 6:00 p.m.
Bell Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 p.m.

Monday, December 1
Boy Scouts, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, December 2
Adult Bible Study, 1:00 p.m.
Cub Scouts, 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, December 3
Children’s Christmas Program Rehearsal, 5:30 p.m.
Advent Soup Supper, 5:30 p.m.
Advent Wednesday Worship, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 7
Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Worship, 9:00 a.m.
Children’s Christmas Program Rehearsal, After Worship
Vocal Choir Rehearsal, 6:00 p.m.
Bell Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 p.m.

LOOKING AHEAD
December 24—Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship, 4:00 p.m.
December 28—Service of Lessons & Carols



ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
—CHURCH———

SHARING CHRIST'S LOVE WITH JOY!

5879 Wyoming Trail, Wyoming, MN 55092
(651) 462-5212 | www.sharingchristslove.org



