Sunday, August 16, 2020 - 9:00 am
Theme: The Book of Acts – The Holy Spirit Moves!
Usher: Jerry Nelson, Reader: Pat Clearence, Hospitality: Ruth Koehly
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Welcome & Worship Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Hymn: “No Longer Slaves”
You unravel me with a melody
You surround me with a song
Of deliverance from my enemies
Till all my fears are gone
Chorus
I'm no longer a slave to fear
I am a child of God
I'm no longer a slave to fear
I am a child of God
From my Mother's womb
You have chosen me
Love has called my name
I've been born again into Your family
Your blood flows through my veins
Bridge
You split the sea so I could walk right through it
My fears were drowned in perfect love
You rescued me so I could stand and sing
I am a child of God
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you.
Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and
constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
The Lord says to his people, “Do what is just and right, for soon I will save you. 6
And the Lord says to those foreigners who become part of his people, who love
him and serve him, who observe the Sabbath and faithfully keep his covenant: 7 “I
will bring you to Zion, my sacred hill,[a] give you joy in my house of prayer, and
accept the sacrifices you offer on my altar. My Temple will be called a house of
prayer for the people of all nations.” 8 The Sovereign Lord, who has brought his
people Israel home from exile, has promised that he will bring still other people to
join them.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: Acts 13:13-39, 42-52
13 Paul and his companions sailed from Paphos and came to Perga, a city in
Pamphylia, where John Mark left them and went back to Jerusalem. 14 They went
on from Perga and arrived in Antioch in Pisidia, and on the Sabbath they went into
the synagogue and sat down. 15 After the reading from the Law of Moses and
from the writings of the prophets, the officials of the synagogue sent them a
message: “Friends, we want you to speak to the people if you have a message of
encouragement for them.” 16 Paul stood up, motioned with his hand, and began
to speak: “Fellow Israelites and all Gentiles here who worship God: hear me! 17
The God of the people of Israel chose our ancestors and made the people a great
nation during the time they lived as foreigners in Egypt. God brought them out of
Egypt by his great power, 18 and for forty years he endured[a] them in the desert.
19 He destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan and made his people the
owners of the land. 20 All of this took about 450 years. “After this[b] he gave
them judges until the time of the prophet Samuel. 21 And when they asked for a
king, God gave them Saul son of Kish from the tribe of Benjamin, to be their king
for forty years. 22 After removing him, God made David their king. This is what
God said about him: ‘I have found that David son of Jesse is the kind of man I like,
a man who will do all I want him to do.’ 23 It was Jesus, a descendant of David,
whom God made the Savior of the people of Israel, as he had promised. 24 Before
Jesus began his work, John preached to all the people of Israel that they should
turn from their sins and be baptized. 25 And as John was about to finish his
mission, he said to the people, ‘Who do you think I am? I am not the one you are

waiting for. But listen! He is coming after me, and I am not good enough to take
his sandals off his feet.’ 26 “My fellow Israelites, descendants of Abraham, and all
Gentiles here who worship God: it is to us that this message of salvation has been
sent! 27 For the people who live in Jerusalem and their leaders did not know that
he is the Savior, nor did they understand the words of the prophets that are read
every Sabbath. Yet they made the prophets' words come true by condemning
Jesus. 28 And even though they could find no reason to pass the death sentence
on him, they asked Pilate to have him put to death. 29 And after they had done
everything that the Scriptures say about him, they took him down from the cross
and placed him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from death, 31 and for many
days he appeared to those who had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem.
They are now witnesses for him to the people of Israel. 32-33 And we are here to
bring the Good News to you: what God promised our ancestors he would do, he
has now done for us, who are their descendants, by raising Jesus to life. As it is
written in the second Psalm, ‘You are my Son; today I have become your Father.’
34 And this is what God said about raising him from death, never to rot away in
the grave: ‘I will give you the sacred and sure blessings that I promised to David.’
35 As indeed he says in another passage, ‘You will not allow your faithful servant
to rot in the grave.’ 36 For David served God's purposes in his own time, and then
he died, was buried with his ancestors, and his body rotted in the grave. 37 But
this did not happen to the one whom God raised from death. 38-39 All of you, my
fellow Israelites, are to know for sure that it is through Jesus that the message
about forgiveness of sins is preached to you; you are to know that everyone who
believes in him is set free from all the sins from which the Law of Moses could not
set you free.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Gospel: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28
10 Then Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand!
11 It is not what goes into your mouth that makes you ritually unclean; rather,
what comes out of it makes you unclean.” 12 Then the disciples came to him and
said, “Do you know that the Pharisees had their feelings hurt by what you said?”
13 “Every plant which my Father in heaven did not plant will be pulled up,”
answered Jesus. 14 “Don't worry about them! They are blind leaders of the blind;
and when one blind man leads another, both fall into a ditch.” 15 Peter spoke up,

“Explain this saying to us.” 16 Jesus said to them, “You are still no more intelligent
than the others. 17 Don't you understand? Anything that goes into your mouth
goes into your stomach and then on out of your body. 18 But the things that
come out of the mouth come from the heart, and these are the things that make
you ritually unclean. 19 For from your heart come the evil ideas which lead you to
kill, commit adultery, and do other immoral things; to rob, lie, and slander others.
20 These are the things that make you unclean. But to eat without washing your
hands as they say you should—this doesn't make you unclean.” 21 Jesus left that
place and went off to the territory near the cities of Tyre and Sidon. 22 A
Canaanite woman who lived in that region came to him. “Son of David!” she cried
out. “Have mercy on me, sir! My daughter has a demon and is in a terrible
condition.” 23 But Jesus did not say a word to her. His disciples came to him and
begged him, “Send her away! She is following us and making all this noise!” 24
Then Jesus replied, “I have been sent only to the lost sheep of the people of
Israel.” 25 At this the woman came and fell at his feet. “Help me, sir!” she said. 26
Jesus answered, “It isn't right to take the children's food and throw it to the
dogs.” 27 “That's true, sir,” she answered, “but even the dogs eat the leftovers
that fall from their masters' table.” 28 So Jesus answered her, “You are a woman
of great faith! What you want will be done for you.” And at that very moment her
daughter was healed.
The Gospel of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Children’s Sermon
Message
Hymn of the Day: “We Are All One in Mission” ELW 576
We all are one in mission;
we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united
by Christ, the Lord of all.
A single great commission
compels us from above
to plan and work together
that all may know Christ's love.

We all are called for service,
to witness in God's name.
Our ministries are diff'rent;
our purpose is the same:
to touch the lives of others
with God's surprising grace,
so ev'ry folk and nation
may feel God's warm embrace.
Now let us be united,
and let our song be heard.
Now let us be a vessel
for God's redeeming Word.
We all are one in mission;
we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united
by Christ, the Lord of all.
Prayers of intercession: Response “Hear Our Prayer”
Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Offering Prayer
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Great Thanksgiving Dialog
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
(All take communion at the same time)
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.
St. Paul Lutheran Breakthrough Prayer
O God of hope and love,
Thank you for your people of St. Paul Lutheran Church.
Move us by the Holy Spirit to live for you alone.
Take us outside ourselves, make us open, and remind us that
you are our center and our purpose.
Break down barriers of anger, fear, grief, hurt, and whatever
else is holding me back from being open, and
holding us back as a congregation.
Use me to do your work.
Use each of us for the plans you have for your church.
Through the abundant love of your Son, Jesus, we pray.
Amen.
SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Announcements
Blessing
The holy Three, the holy One
increase your hope,
strengthen your faith,
deepen your love,
and + grant you peace.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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August 16, 2020 – News & Updates
 Bring Your Own Picnic Nights - Our first gathering was great! Join us on
August 19th for fellowship and lively conversation by bringing your own
picnic dinner, drink, mask, and a lawn chair. We will be abiding by our
COVID Response Team guidelines, so we will need to wear our masks when
we are not eating and sitting at a safe distance from one another. Please
contact Brandy Timmons at 651-319-3255 or at
brandyhtimmons@gmail.com if you have any questions. This event will be
cancelled if it is raining. Wednesday nights at 6:00 pm outside at our
church! The dates are: August 19th, September 2, 16, and 30th.
 Walking Club – The walking club is Tuesdays at 7:00 am & 7:00 pm! Meet
in the church parking lot! For questions, please call AM Group Pat
Clearence 651.285.9348, PM Group Brandy Timmons at 651-319-3255.
 The SPLC COVID Response Team is Katie Fetterly, Dave Haselbauer, Joanna
Kroschel, Jerry Nelson, Arlie Post. If you have any questions for them, email
safety@sharingchristslove.org or call the office. Look for the completed
Preparedness Plan soon! https://www.sharingchristslove.org/covid-19update.html
 Office hours are T, W, Th 9am-4pm and F 9am-12pm. Pastor Sarah and
Melissa work remotely most days. You can reach Melissa at 651-462-5212
and Pastor Sarah at 517-902-3977. You can also email
pastor@sharingchristslove.org and admin@sharingchristslove.org.

 How can you serve on Sunday? We need readers, ushers, hospitality
ministers at the Hospitality Station. Please call Melissa 651.462.5212, or
email admin@sharingchristslove.org to sign up.
 Please join us for Zoom Coffee Hour Sundays at 11:00 am, Zoom Bible
Study on Sunday’s readings is on Wednesdays at 1:00 pm. Go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/528018344 Password: 5212. Or call: 312-6266799. Meeting ID: 528 018 344 and Password: 5212.
 Golden Opportunity: Don’t forget to share what you are learning during
these months of lockdown. From the silly to the meaningful and everything
in between! All ages welcome! All entries will be shared anonymously.
Please share yours at www.sharingchristslove.org

This week we are praying for:
Arnie

Jan B.

Carrie R. Family & Friends

Vicki & Her family

Mitchell

Wendy & her mom

Amanda

Georgia B.

Mgoli and Mtera parishes

Larry

Paul H.

COVID medical/frontline staff

Andre

Greg

Military members

Tilly E.

Curtis N.

Law enforcement

Cyndi

Fran D.

Fire & EMS professionals

Bill E.

Katie E.’s mom

Gabe W.

