Sunday, October 25, 2020 - 9:00 am
Reformation Sunday – Pastor Sarah’s Last Day
Drive-In/ Outdoor/ Online Worship
Usher: Jerry N., Reader: Pat C., Hospitality: Brandy T.
Tune to AM 1100 on your car radio
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Welcome & Worship Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Hymn: “10,000 Reasons”
Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul
Worship His holy name
Sing like never before O my soul
I'll worship Your holy name
The sun comes up it's a new day dawning
It's time to sing Your song again
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me
Let me be singing when the evening comes
You're rich in love and You're slow to anger
Your name is great and Your heart is kind
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find
And on that day when my strength is failing
The end draws near and my time has come
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending
Ten thousand years and then forevermore
Worship Your holy name
Lord I'll worship Your holy name
Sing like never before O my soul
I'll worship Your holy name
Worship Your holy name
Worship Your holy name
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them
against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34
31 The Lord says, “The time is coming when I will make a new covenant with the
people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 32 It will not be like the old
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand and led
them out of Egypt. Although I was like a husband to them, they did not keep that
covenant. 33 The new covenant that I will make with the people of Israel will be
this: I will put my law within them and write it on their hearts. I will be their God,
and they will be my people. 34 None of them will have to teach a neighbor to
know the Lord, because all will know me, from the least to the greatest. I will
forgive their sins and I will no longer remember their wrongs. I, the Lord, have
spoken.”
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Second Reading: Acts 23:12-22
12 The next morning some Jews met together and made a plan. They took a vow
that they would not eat or drink anything until they had killed Paul. 13 There were
more than forty who planned this together. 14 Then they went to the chief priests
and elders and said, “We have taken a solemn vow together not to eat a thing
until we have killed Paul. 15 Now then, you and the Council send word to the
Roman commander to bring Paul down to you, pretending that you want to get
more accurate information about him. But we will be ready to kill him before he
ever gets here.” 16 But the son of Paul's sister heard about the plot; so he went to
the fort and told Paul. 17 Then Paul called one of the officers and said to him,
“Take this young man to the commander; he has something to tell him.” 18 The

officer took him, led him to the commander, and said, “The prisoner Paul called
me and asked me to bring this young man to you, because he has something to
say to you.” 19 The commander took him by the hand, led him off by himself, and
asked him, “What do you have to tell me?” 20 He said, “The Jewish authorities
have agreed to ask you tomorrow to take Paul down to the Council, pretending
that the Council wants to get more accurate information about him. 21 But don't
listen to them, because there are more than forty men who will be hiding and
waiting for him. They have taken a vow not to eat or drink until they have killed
him. They are now ready to do it and are waiting for your decision.” 22 The
commander said, “Don't tell anyone that you have reported this to me.” And he
sent the young man away.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Gospel: Matthew 22:34-46
34 When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they came
together, 35 and one of them, a teacher of the Law, tried to trap him with a
question. 36 “Teacher,” he asked, “which is the greatest commandment in the
Law?” 37 Jesus answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and the most important
commandment. 39 The second most important commandment is like it: ‘Love
your neighbor as you love yourself.’ 40 The whole Law of Moses and the teachings
of the prophets depend on these two commandments.” 41 When some Pharisees
gathered together, Jesus asked them, 42 “What do you think about the Messiah?
Whose descendant is he?” “He is David's descendant,” they answered. 43 “Why,
then,” Jesus asked, “did the Spirit inspire David to call him ‘Lord’? David said,
44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord: Sit here at my right side until I put your enemies
under your feet.’ 45 If, then, David called him ‘Lord,’ how can the Messiah be
David's descendant?” 46 No one was able to give Jesus any answer, and from that
day on no one dared to ask him any more questions.
The Gospel of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Children’s Sermon
Message

Hymn of the Day: “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” ELW 618
Guide me ever, great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but you are mighty;
hold me with your pow'rful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me now and evermore,
feed me now and evermore.
Open now the crystal fountain
where the healing waters flow;
let the fire and cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer,
shield me with your mighty arm,
shield me with your mighty arm.
When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;
death of death and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side.
Songs and praises, songs and praises,
I will raise forevermore,
I will raise forevermore.
Prayers of intercession: Response “Hear Our Prayer”
Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Offering Prayer
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and

what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Great Thanksgiving Dialog
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
(All take communion at the same time)
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.
St. Paul Lutheran Transition Prayer
God of hope,
We are treading the path of transition. We praise you and ask you to make
straight our path.
As we seek to call a new pastor, surround and ground the Ministry Site Profile
Team and paperwork, the Call Committee, and the Synod staff in your Holy
Spirit.
Give the Pastor you are preparing for us clarity of call and joy in finding us.
Sustain in this congregation, and in each of us, trust in your Holy Spirit, patience
in the process, and generosity for the future of your church. Resolve any conflict
and break down any barriers that remain among us.
Give us open minds and hearts as we welcome our new pastor and a new
season of this congregation’s ministry.
Through the abundant love of your Son, Jesus, we pray.
Amen.
SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Announcements
A LITANY OF FAREWELL
TO THE PASTOR FOR THE INTERIM
Leader: A church community is constantly changing. Loved ones come to the end
of their lives; new lives are born and baptized into the faith community.
Individuals and families come and go throughout our life together. It is important

for us to recognize and mark well these times of passage, these endings and
beginnings.
Today we bid farewell and Godspeed to Pastor Sarah who has served us as Pastor
for the Interim for the past 15 months, whose time with us has now drawn to a
close.
Pastor: I thank you, the people of St Paul Lutheran Church, both members and
friends, for the love, kindness, and support you have shown me these past months.
I thank you for accepting my leadership and receiving me as pastor in your midst
for this time of transition. I recall with joy the many things we have been able to
accomplish together, and with sadness the things we were not able to do. I ask
your understanding and your forgiveness for the mistakes I have made and for the
times I may have let you down.
Congregation: We receive with thankfulness the ministry you have offered us in
the time we have shared. We accept that you now leave us to minister elsewhere,
trusting that God goes with you on that journey. Your presence among us will not
be forgotten. We are grateful for the time you have been with us and ask your
forgiveness for our own shortcomings and our sometimes flagging faith.
Pastor: I forgive you your failures, as Christ has forgiven me, and graciously accept
your gratitude, trusting that our time together and our parting are pleasing to the
Christ we are called to serve.
Leader: Do you, the members and friends of St. Paul Lutheran Church, now
release Pastor Sarah from the duties of Pastor for the Interim?
Congregation: We do, with the help of God.
Leader: Do you, Pastor Sarah, release St. Paul Lutheran Church from turning to
you and relying on you to serve them as Pastor?
Pastor: I do, with the help of God.
Leader: Do you, Pastor Sarah, offer your encouragement for the continued
ministry here at St. Paul Lutheran Church?
Pastor: I do, with the help of God.
Leader: Let us pray.
Blessing
The holy Three, the holy One
increase your hope,
strengthen your faith,

deepen your love,
and + grant you peace.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God
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October 25, 2020 – News & Updates
Today is Pastor Sarah’s last Sunday. We wish her well and send her with our
prayers.
On Sunday, November 1st we welcome Pastor Christoph Schmidt, our Bridge
Pastor.
Worship
• Worship will continue to be drive-in, weather permitting. Tune to AM1100
to hear the service through your car radio in the parking lot. The Council
and Covid Response team will continue to discuss options for worship
through the fall and winter.

Food Truck
• SPLC will again provide Turkeys for the Holidays. Please consider donating
to purchase these for families in need in our community. Write Food Truck
Turkeys on the check, or with your cash donation.
Education and Faith Formation
• Family Devotions: Sign up here SundaySchool@sharingchristslove.org or
call Melissa in the main office at 651-462-5212.
• Sunday School: TODAY! Kids ages 4 years – 6th grade are invited to outdoor
Sunday School immediately following worship on the following dates:
o November 8, 2020
If worship is cancelled due to weather, Sunday School will also be
cancelled and rescheduled for the next week. For more information,
email Chris and Katie at SundaySchool@sharingchristslove.org or call the
office at 651-462-5212.
• Confirmation Class: Confirmation Class meets each week on Wednesday at
6pm. We meet in the Fellowship Hall on October 28th.
Service Opportunities
• Building Cleaning: Please sign up to clean our church building! Sign up at
www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d48a9ad28a5fc1-church or call the office
at 651-462-5212. Special COVID 19 cleaning instructions will be given to
you.
• How can you serve on Sunday? We need readers, ushers, hospitality
ministers at the Hospitality Station. Please call Melissa 651-462-5212, or
email admin@sharingchristslove.org to sign up.
Information
• Office hours are T, W, Th 9am-4pm and F 9am-12pm. Pastor Sarah and
Melissa work remotely most days. You can reach Melissa at 651-462-5212
and Pastor Sarah at 517-902-3977. You can also email
pastor@sharingchristslove.org and admin@sharingchristslove.org.
This week we are praying for:
Arnie

Jan B.

Pat

Vicki & Her family

Fran D.

Wendy & her mom

Amanda

Georgia B.

Fire & EMS professionals

Chad O.

Cyndi

COVID medical/frontline staff

Andre

Greg

Military members

Bob

Sidney & Lily

Paul E.

Dease C.

Jim G.

