“So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with
you not only the gospel of God, but also our own selves.”
I Thessalonians 2:8
November 2021

Dear Members and Friends of St. Paul Lutheran Church,
“What’s Your Story?” Our stewardship theme for this year is an invitation to open our hearts to one
another—to deepen the bonds of friendship among us. It is a reminder that faithful stewards share not only
their time, talent and treasure. They also share their stories, as a way of sharing themselves.
Jesus knew that sharing a simple story had the power to draw people in, to engage their imaginations, and
eventually to transform them. As followers of Jesus, we are also called to share our stories. Over and over
again, we hear Jesus say, “Go and tell…” Sharing our stories can help others catch a glimpse of God at work in
the midst of our ordinary, everyday lives, and that glimpse might be all that is needed to ignite or fan the
flame of faith in the heart of another.
Throughout this appeal, we are being given opportunities to ponder our own and/or other’s stories. It is
enlightening, encouraging and inspiring to hear the everyday, ordinary ways that each of us connects to the
presence of God in our lives. And this is just the beginning! There are so many more stories to tell and to
hear. As you know, the story of St. Paul Lutheran is continuing to unfold. Like with any good novel, with each
turn of the page there is excitement, fear, uncertainty and anticipation for what is to come. I look forward to
writing these chapters of this new story, with God, and with you!
Enclosed in this packet you will find a pledge card, a supplemental giving card, a Growth Steps Giving
Challenge, and a guide to proportional giving to help you prayerfully consider your annual (and if possible,
supplemental) financial commitment to the work of our congregation. It’s natural that our individual and
communal stories shape our levels of generosity. So, after prayerfully considering your story of faith and life,
please fill out the pledge and supplemental giving card(s) and return them to the church office by, or bring it
with you to worship, on Commitment Sunday, November 21. A special prayer of blessing will be said over
these cards, and the givers of them, that Sunday during worship.
We are so thankful for the gift of each other, and the many ways this community of faith helps us grow in
grace and live out our faith in a world that needs to hear the story that we love to tell—the story of God’s
love, compassion and justice. As we each prepare to make our pledge, let us remember the many and
beautiful stories that connect you to one another at St. Paul Lutheran Church.
With Joy and Gratitude,

Pastor Dale

